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Gilmanton Iron Works, EC Week is a 
non-sectarian outdoor camp program 
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of 
Manchester. Attendance, which is free 
for campers, is funded by generous con-
tributions from individuals and busi-
nesses. During EC Week, campers have 
the opportunity to participate in a va-
riety of traditional camping activities, 
giving them a chance to enjoy the 
great outdoors and have some good old- 
fashioned summer fun. 

Borne of the idea that ‘‘it would be 
great to allow these children the same 
camping experience as other kids,’’ Bill 
Haller, president of The United Life 
and father of a child with Down syn-
drome; Dr. Tom Walker, a pediatrician 
at St. Paul’s School; and the Rev. 
Richard O. Boner, associate pastor at 
St. John’s Parish in Concord, who 
founded Camp Fatima for Boys, began 
work on this concept, starting EC 
Week in 1954. 

As they set out to create an enter-
taining and rewarding camp experi-
ence, the program founders teamed up 
with student nurses from Sacred Heart 
Hospital in Manchester, a group of Sis-
ters of Mercy, a group of Sisters of St. 
Francis, and seminarians from St. 
John’s Seminary, in preparation for 
the camp’s launch. The first year 25 
boys and girls attended the camp. 

Since that first year, EC Week has 
grown immensely and now includes 170 
campers and more than 300 volunteers 
from around the country. It is a unique 
and special experience that is treasured 
by so many, and has served as a model 
for the creation of similar camps 
around the country. 

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of EC Week next month, I want to com-
mend the Diocese of Manchester and 
the EC Week staff and volunteers. 
Their hard work and dedication has 
brightened the lives of thousands of 
campers and allowed them to have ex-
citing experiences they otherwise may 
never get to enjoy. I have no doubt this 
outstanding program will continue to 
benefit and delight campers for genera-
tions to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES A. HAUGHT 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize a dear friend, a proud 
American and a passionate West Vir-
ginia leader, Jim Haught, who is cele-
brating his 90th birthday on August 6, 
2014. I am incredibly grateful for Jim, 
for his loyal friendship and his unwav-
ering support over the years. I am 
proud to celebrate his vast achieve-
ments and his many years of dedicated 
service to his community, to West Vir-
ginia, and to our Nation. 

A native West Virginian, Jim was 
born in the small town of Weston and 
was raised in New Martinsville. He was 
the proud son of Ben and Orpha 
Haught. With 11 siblings, there is no 
doubt that Jim learned early on about 
the meaning of life’s most important 
concepts, including leadership, sac-
rifice, and commitment. True to Jim’s 

character, he also had an eagerness and 
a passion for policy and government af-
fairs from a very young age. 

Throughout his 90 years, and still 
today, Jim has always answered the 
call of service—whether it was for our 
great Nation or for the beautiful people 
of West Virginia. After graduating 
from Pine Grove High School, he joined 
the Navy and served proudly and hon-
orably for 3 years. 

After returning home from the Navy, 
he left his hometown of New 
Martinsville to focus on his education 
at Salem College and then at George 
Washington University in Washington, 
DC, where he was classmates with Mar-
garet Truman, the daughter of Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman. Jim then went 
on to study law at West Virginia Uni-
versity and while there, founded the 
university’s Young Democratic Club in 
1948. It was also at West Virginia Uni-
versity that Jim first met my uncle, A. 
James Manchin. The two became life-
long best friends. 

Jim’s commitment to his family and 
to the community continued after leav-
ing West Virginia University. In 1952, 
Jim met his beautiful wife Melba in 
Parkersburg and soon thereafter the 
loving couple had their four boys, Greg, 
Cameron, Benji, and Danny. To this 
day, his commitment to his family has 
undoubtedly always been his No. 1 pri-
ority in life. 

Steadfast to his smalltown values, 
Jim has never been afraid to stand for 
the principles he was taught at an 
early age, never forgetting his West 
Virginia roots. He has always strived 
to make a positive difference across 
our great State, and in 1958, Jim de-
cided to run for public office to rep-
resent Wood County in the West Vir-
ginia House of Delegates. He served for 
2 years, until Jim embarked on a new 
journey in 1960. 

As a staunch Democratic supporter, 
Jim and A. James together played an 
extraordinarily significant role in John 
F. Kennedy’s Presidential campaign in 
West Virginia. The duo worked tire-
lessly setting up county organizations 
in all of our State’s 55 counties. They 
worked day and night laying the 
groundwork, coordinating statewide ef-
forts, and gathering the support that 
directly resulted in Kennedy’s Presi-
dential victory. It was Jim’s persever-
ance and energy that helped make 
JFK’s Presidency a reality. 

Jim and A. James’ hard work and 
commitment to the campaign did not 
go unnoticed. When President Kennedy 
arrived in the White House, he person-
ally called Jim and offered him a posi-
tion as the Director of Federal Hous-
ing, while A. James became the State 
Director of the Farmers Home Admin-
istration. Honored, Jim accepted the 
position and moved to St. Albans in 
Kanawha County, where he remained 
active in his community while working 
for the President. 

It is not surprising to anyone who 
has had the pleasure of knowing him, 
but Jim’s success and his tremendous 

accomplishments have been recognized 
on many levels. 

Today, Jim continues to serve the 
people of West Virginia through the 
Hansford Senior Center, a community 
center he established in St. Albans to 
help care for aging seniors in the area. 

It has been an honor and privilege to 
know such an exceptional West Vir-
ginian. Jim’s imprint will always be 
marked by his countless contributions 
to the State of West Virginia. I join all 
West Virginians in wishing Jim a 
happy birthday and in celebrating his 
90 years of success, and I look forward 
to celebrating many more birthdays 
with my dear friend for years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO GERRY COHEN 

∑ Mrs. HAGAN. Madam President, I 
wish to honor the service of a great 
North Carolinian, Gerry Cohen, who 
will retire in August as special counsel 
to the North Carolina General Assem-
bly. For nearly 40 years, Gerry Cohen 
has served the general assembly with 
incredible knowledge, distinction and 
commitment. 

Gerry was first hired as a general as-
sembly staff attorney in 1977 and later 
became the director of the bill drafting 
division before taking on his final role 
as special counsel. 

I had the pleasure to work with 
Gerry firsthand during my time as a 
State senator from 1999 to 2009. I found 
Gerry’s extensive knowledge, legendary 
memory and professionalism invalu-
able and truly unmatched. 

Gerry will retire leaving a lasting 
mark on the institution he served over 
a long and illustrious career. His pro-
fessionalism and grasp of the issues 
have endeared him to Republicans and 
Democrats alike and earns him the 
title of ‘‘statesmen.’’ He will be truly 
missed and impossible to replace. 

Gerry earned a degree in political 
science from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and later at-
tended the UNC School of Law. As a 
second-year law student, he served on 
the Chapel Hill Town Council before 
beginning his work for the North Caro-
lina General Assembly. Gerry also 
served on the board of the Raleigh 
Transit Authority between 2009 and 
2013. 

North Carolina General Assembly 
members, both past and present, will 
sorely miss an institutional giant with 
an incredible grasp of the issues facing 
our State. Gerry and his wife intend to 
travel and enjoy time with family and 
friends in the next phase of their lives 
and will fortunately not have to travel 
far to enjoy our State’s picturesque 
mountains or beautiful coastline. 

I wish Gerry and his family well and 
thank him for his incredible service on 
behalf of North Carolina.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ADMIRAL CHARLES 
R. LARSON 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
wish to honor the extraordinary life 
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and service of ADM Charles R. Larson. 
Admiral Larson passed away on July 
26, 2014, in his Annapolis, MD, home. He 
leaves behind his beloved wife of 52 
years, Sally, three loving daughters, 
and seven grandchildren. 

Throughout his 40 years of service, 
Admiral Larson exemplified the ideals 
of a devoted public servant. After he 
graduated from the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy in 1958, he served tours of duty 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Shangri-la as an aviator and he served 
as a submariner on board the nuclear 
submarines USS Nathan Hale, USS Na-
thanael Green, and USS Bergal. After 
serving as Special Assistant to the Sec-
retary of the Interior and naval aide to 
the President of the United States, he 
returned to sea duty aboard the USS 
Sculpin. In 1990 Admiral Larson was 
promoted to the rank of four-star ad-
miral. One year later, he assumed du-
ties as commander in chief, U.S. Pa-
cific Command. 

Admiral Larson’s career was marked 
with many notable accomplishments. 
His naval service as both an aviator 
and a submariner was unique and ad-
mired. In 1979, at the age of 43, he be-
came the second-youngest admiral in 
the history of the U.S. Navy. Admiral 
Larson’s service is also unique in that 
he served as both the 51st and 55th 
superintendant of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. Larson’s second appointment as 
superintendant, while unusual, was 
something that the Navy desperately 
needed. Prior to his second tour of duty 
as superintendant, the Naval Academy 
was rocked by a cheating scandal. Ad-
miral Larson was brought in to restore 
honor and integrity to his alma mater. 
The task was not an easy one, but he 
accomplished his mission by pursing 
two goals that he outlined when he 
took the job: ‘‘No. 1: to develop char-
acter. No. 2: to prove the worth of the 
service academies to the people of the 
United States’’. By the time his second 
tour as superintendant was over, Admi-
ral Larson had succeeded in restoring 
the Naval Academy’s reputation as one 
of America’s premier educational and 
military institutions. 

In closing, when I think of ADM Lar-
son, I am reminded of a quote from an-
other famous Admiral, ADM Leighton 
Smith: ‘‘The United States Navy is the 
envy of every other navy in the world. 
They don’t want to be like us—they 
want to be us.’’ 

I believe this quote is true because of 
the outstanding devotion and com-
petence of those who serve in our Navy. 
Ships and weapons systems are of little 
value if the service men and women op-
erating them are not the very best. Ad-
miral Larson understood this, and his 
service helped the Navy produce other 
exceptional leaders who have bravely 
defended and immeasurably enriched 
our Nation. Few could ask for a more 
honorable legacy. 

I believe that Admiral Larson’s leg-
acy is one of duty, honor, and a sincere 
devotion to serving and improving the 
Navy he loved. I ask that all Members 

of the Senate join me in remembering 
this extraordinary man and his admi-
rable years of service to our Nation.∑ 

f 

MESKWAKI TRIBAL POWWOW 
CENTENNIAL 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, from 
August 7 through August 10 the 
Meskwaki will be celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of their tribal powwow, 
and I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate them on this oc-
casion. This is a unique event held an-
nually on the only Indian settlement in 
the State of Iowa. During this celebra-
tion the tribe members celebrate and 
perform dances that have been handed 
down for generations. It is a time of re-
affirmation and hope and a time of 
friendship. 

The Annual Meskwaki Powwow origi-
nated from the traditional religious 
and social beliefs of the Meskwaki 
Tribe. This annual event is derived 
from the ‘‘Green Corn Dance’’ which 
originally took place during the har-
vesting of the crops. From 1902 to 1912, 
the tribe held the ‘‘Field Days’’ which 
would last for the week, with dancing, 
games, and horse racing. And then in 
1912, the tribe made the decision to 
change the name from ‘‘Field Days’’ to 
‘‘Powwow’’. This historic celebration 
continues to be held at the original lo-
cation. 

I would like to congratulate the 
Meskwaki on this joyous occasion and 
hope they will continue to celebrate 
their powwow for many more years to 
come.∑ 

f 

MAGIC VALLEY VETERANS AND 
HOSPICE VISIONS 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I wish 
to pay special tribute to the out-
standing service of veterans living in 
the Magic Valley of Idaho and thank 
Heidi Walker and all the staff with 
Hospice Visions for the work they do 
on behalf of veterans in the Magic Val-
ley. 

Hospice Visions has chosen to honor 
12 veterans this year in a veterans rec-
ognition ceremony hosted by Genesis 
Healthcare at their Twin Falls Center. 
Veterans from the River Ridge, Twin 
Falls and Bennett Hills facilities are 
among those being recognized. This 
year’s honorees are: Dennis Asmussen, 
who served in the Navy in Vietnam; 
Bill Benedict, who served in the Army 
during World War II; Jon Hindes, who 
served in the Army in Korea and Viet-
nam; Levi Hussey, who served in the 
Marines in World War II; Benjamin Le 
baron, who served in the Navy during 
World War II; Jay Richards, who served 
in the Army during the Cold War; 
Byron J. Rowland, who served in the 
Navy during World War II; Rex Shirts, 
who served in the Navy during World 
War II; Vernon Skeen, who served in 
the Army during World War II; Gary 
Winder, who served in the Army in 
Vietnam; Vern Winmill, who served in 
the Air Force in World War II; and 

Marion Wood, who served in the Army 
in World War II. These veterans are 
being honored for their service to our 
Nation. Joining in paying tribute to 
these extraordinary Americans is a 
honor. 

Occasions such as this remind us of 
the many veterans who are such impor-
tant parts of our communities. Our 
freedoms are preserved because of their 
selfless service. They not only gave all 
for our country, but also they continue 
to uplift our communities and other 
generations of returning veterans and 
their families. Thank you also to the 
families of those who serve our coun-
try. You make sacrifices every day in 
supporting your loved ones who served 
in the Armed Forces. 

The ceremony also provides an oppor-
tunity to recognize the remarkable 
work of Heidi Walker and the staff and 
administrators of Hospice Visions for 
their dedication to assisting our Na-
tion’s heroes. I have the honor of pre-
senting Heidi Walker and Hospice Vi-
sions with a Spirit of Idaho Award for 
going above and beyond in serving the 
Magic Valley’s aging, ill, and home-
bound veterans. Your commitment to 
the men and women who have served 
and your work to ensure they receive 
recognition for their service are com-
mendable. I understand Hospice Vi-
sions is a participant in the We Honor 
Veterans Program, a partnership be-
tween the National Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care Organization and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to better 
serve veteran patients in hospice-like 
facilities. Heidi and Hospice Visions 
have given quality care to our Nation’s 
veterans and have been a great support 
to their families. 

Thank you to the veterans of the 
Magic Valley for your service and to 
Heidi Walker and all those at Hospice 
Visions for your exemplary dedication 
to veterans and their families. We are 
blessed to have you as part of the com-
munity.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD 
STRUCKHOFF 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I 
wish to pay tribute to Richard 
Struckhoff, the county clerk of Greene 
County, MO. He has been a quiet, tire-
less and efficient servant to the citi-
zens of my home county for a record 27 
years. He was appointed when Ronald 
Reagan was President and John 
Ashcroft was Governor. Then Governor 
Ashcroft wisely chose Struckhoff for 
the position he still holds today. Rich-
ard was on the staff of another member 
of this body, U.S. Senator John Dan-
forth, serving in the Senate district of-
fice in Springfield, MO. 

I met Richard when I was the Greene 
County clerk and he was a news re-
porter for KWTO Radio in Springfield. 
Richard, with his trademark beard, was 
then as he is today—easy to work with, 
soft-spoken, insightful and a keen stu-
dent of local politics. Struckhoff was 
part of a pack of journalists who vis-
ited my office every day looking for 
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